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Pictures From Burro Creek

The SNGMS and a few guests attended the
annual April Burro Creek outing. Cameras were
plentiful and busy, so we have a lot of pictures of
people having a great time.— Editor
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Traffic Safety for Everyone

Chuck McKie, CFMS Safety Chair

Traffic related incidents account for more than
one-third of the fatalities in children less than
14 years of age. According to the Department
of Transportation, more than 1,000 children die
each year as pedestrians.
A common myth is that pedestrians ALWAYS
have the right of way. Pedestrians have the right
of way on sidewalks and designated pedestrian
crossings with signals.
Many pedestrian-vehicle incidents are the fault
of the pedestrian. It is important for children and
adults to learn safe pedestrian skills. Knowing the
correct way to walk near traffic and how to cross
the street is vital to a person’s health and well
being. With adult supervision, a child’s ability to
deal with traffic can improve dramatically.

Burro Creek Campground view from the top

Several factors make children susceptible to
car/pedestrian incidents. Among them, children:
Have a lower profile in traffic Have a narrower
field of view Cannot detect the direction of sound
Cannot accurately judge the approach of vehicles
Once in motion, like to stay in motion Mix fantasy
with reality Often only concentrate on one thought
at a time Are restless
The most common cause of pedestrian incidents
involving children occurs when they dash out into
the street at mid-block, for example, to chase a
ball, or when they run through an intersection.
Each year Fire Departments respond to
thousands of incidents involving cars, trucks,
motorcycles and diesel trucks. Most of these
involve collisions at the intersections of large
surface streets. Many children are injured or killed
because they ride unrestrained in a vehicle. More

Burro Creek

(Continued on page 2)
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Desert Safety Tips

Bob Fitzpatrick, CFMS Firld Trip Chair South

Travel in the desert can be an adventure.
It can also be a disaster if a breakdown or a
sudden change in the weather catches you
unprepared. Be aware of the hazards of desert
travel, both in winter and summer. Harsh
weather conditions can turn a desert outing into
a tragedy. Acquire knowledge of desert survival
skills. Travel in pairs for safety.
Plan your trip carefully. Tell someone where
you are going and when you will return. Stick
with your itinerary and let them know when you
return. Do not travel in the desert backcountry
without taking along appropriate maps such
as 7.5-minute USGS topographic maps with
contours and specific features. Learn how to
use a GPS system and topographic maps and
compass before you hike cross county. It is easy
to become disoriented in the desert where many
landmarks and rock formations look similar.
Dress properly. In summer, layered clothing
slows dehydration and minimizes exposure.
Good hiking shoes, loose-fitting natural-fiber
clothing, a wide-brimmed hat, sunglasses and
sunscreen are a must. Desert temperatures can
reach over 90º F and drop below 50º F in one
day. Summer temperatures can reach 125º F
in some locations. In winter, temperatures can
often drop below freezing. Bring extra warm
clothing.
Carry plenty of water. There are no
dependable sources of water within the
California desert. A gallon of water per person
per day is the absolute minimum that should be
carried. When planning a hike, remember that
water weight approximately eight pounds per
gallon. When the water is half gone, it is time
to turn back. Don’t forget extra water for your
vehicle. Do not ration your water. It will only do
you good if you drink it.

Continued on page 3
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Progressing Christmas Pot Luck

The Polished Slab
Charlotte Robinson

The Christmas pot luck is progressing nicely.
Instead of a silent auction this year,
July we
2003are
going to have a raffle at $10 per entry. We
Message From The President
Craig A. Edmonds
would like donations of gifts of $20 or more.
The drawing will be before dinner so time is not
Dear Friends and Members,
spent drawing. The winners will be drawn and
It has been great to see all the new members and
J.L. Foutz
posted before hand.
guests join us over the last few months. It is very
Volume 63, Issue 7
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encouraging to see all the new interest in our club. We One of the easiest and useful ways to tell rocks
There will be an ugly rock contest at a cost
have been on Clark County Outdoors on Channel 4.apart is to compare their hardness, or how easily
of they
$5. can
60%bewill
go to the
will be
scratched;
or, ifcub
you and
want40%
to sound
Our website SNGMS.org has brought added attention
like
a
scientist:
its
resistance
to
abrasion.
given
to
the
winners.
The
number
of
entries
will
to our club. We also just finished with the International
determine
prizemineralogist,
money. Bring
your Mohs,
Plain, first
Mimic,
Gem and Jewelry Show and that has brought many new
An Austrian
Frederick
th
and
Embellished
We will
have
members to us. Now are challenge is to find out what
published,
in the Ugly
early rocks.
19 century,
an also
idea of
has brought all these new members to our club and help
hardness
of an
unknown
mineral
by the
thefinding
mostthe
beautiful
rock
contest.
It will
have
them with their interests. We need you to talk to us and
testing
it against
a mineral
of known
hardness. his
same
format.
The
promoter
has deemed
let us know your interests.
He
found
a
handy
list
of
ten
minerals
his
rocks are the most beautiful, so he marketing
can’t enter.
department
cleverly
named
“Mohs’
Scale.
We have gone through the process the last 6 months

Gay Fyfe at 645 7555 will be in charge of the

of combining the two clubs and a lot of it has not always
contest.
been exciting or rock and mineral orientated. We have
now made it through that process and it’s time to get
back to having fun again. The date of October 25 has
been selected for our fall picnic. It will be at our claim
at the Ore Car Mine near Lake Mead. It will be a potluck
and we will be able to do rock collecting while we are
there. We will be looking for volunteers to help plan
the picnic if you are interested.
I am looking for an instructor to teach a class on
beginning rock collecting. With all of our new members
and many others who are not that familiar with what
material is out there to collect it’s time to have a class.
If you would like to teach a class please let me know.
We are starting a new feature at our July meeting. The
topic is my favorite rock or mineral and why. Mona
Howells has volunteered to be our first and will talk
about her favorite rock and tell us about it.
I would like to thank EVERYONE who helped
make our show in June a SUCCESS. If you did not get
a chance to help don’t feel left out because we will have
another show in October that you can help us with.
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REALTY EXECUTIVES
OF
NEVADA

COREY SOLOMON
( C# 499-5050 )

&

ROY WEINER
( C# 499-5018 )

“Multi-faceted Realtors with a
rock solid reputation”
We specialize inResidential, land,
investment and rental properties!

FREE HOMEWARRANTY!
to any SNG&MS member!*
PLUS
*$50. donation to the SNG&MS
(*Upon successful close of transaction!)
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SNGMS Member Don Noble Passes Away April 27
Submitted by Sue Goodloe

Donald E.Noble
10-13-28— 4-27-05
Don Noble passed away at age 76 from a
brain aneurysm. He was born in Sterling, Illinois
in 1928. He married his high school sweetheart,
Joan, in 1948. He was a member of the Civil
Air Patrol. He joined the Air Force and moved
to Las Vegas in 1950. After serving four years
in the Air Force during the Korean War and
four more years in the Reserves, he became
an Accountant. He worked for a few businesses
before becoming a real estate broker and
enjoyed that job for more than 30 years. He
was a long time member of the Elk’s Lodge,
the Shriners and a 30 year member of the Las
Vegas Gem Club. His hobbies included many
things such as rock hounding, fixing mechanical
things, spending time with friends but nothing
was more important to him than his family.
While a member of the Las Vegas Gem Club,
Don served as President four terms. He was
Show Chairman three years, and served as a

Class Schedule
Cabochon

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday from 12 until 4; and Monday
and Wednesday from 7 until 9
Call Ed Rupprecht at 459 8747 to schedule

Beading

Every other Monday from 7 until 9. Call Jaen Rupprecht at
459-8747 to schedule

Silver Smithing

Every Tuesday from 7 until 9. Call Frank Auerswald to schedule

Wire Wrapping

Saturdays. Call Jaen Rupprecht at 459-8747 to schedule.

Shop Schedule
Monday: 12 to 4, and 6 until 9
Tuesday: 12 until 4
Wednesday: 12 to 4, and 6 until 9
Saturday: By appointment. Call 459-8747 to schedule.
Instructors
Cabochons: Ed Rupprecht 459-8747
Faceting: Larry Grillett
Wirewrapping: Jaen Rupprecht 459-8747
Beading: Jaen Rupprecht 459-8747, Maxine

three year board member three times. He was
also Editor of the Gem Times four years. While
Editor, he won many awards including a first
place trophy for best article of the year. Don
was an excellent writer. His 21 years of service
to the Las Vegas Gem Club were happy times
for him, being with the friends that he loved,
and enjoying the fun of rockhounding.
Don enjoyed going on rock trips, digging
rocks up and cutting them open to see nature’s
beauty. He enjoyed swapping stories and jokes
around the campfires and always counted
his rockhound friends as his best friends.
He and his wife, Jo often hosted Board
Meetings at their home, along with many work
parties for the club members to get together
to make things for the many Gem Shows that
were put on during the 30 years that he was
a member. He was a great teacher. He helped
with Silversmithing classes, taught cabbing and
cutting of rocks in his own back yard using his
own equipment and materials. He put displays
of his materials in local libraries to help educate
others in the community about rockhounding.
He attended every field trip he could and
showed new members how to identify different
types of specimens. There was a great group
of people in the Las Vegas Gem Club and he
was happy to be a part of it. He is preceded
in death by his parents, brother and sister and
granddaughter, Breana. He is survived by his
two daughters, Shelley and Tanya, his son-inlaws, Tom and Ted and three grandchildren,
Danny, Samantha and Sabrina. He also is
survived by his special love, Marie. Dad met few
people that he did not like and would always
bend over backwards to help anyone in need.
He requested that no services be held because
he wanted people to remember him as he was
in life. We know the real reason that we can’t
have a service for him is that there is not a
church big enough to hold all his friends. He will
be missed.

Riggs 431-4523

Silver Smithing: Frank Auerswald
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Upcoming Field Trips
Bruce Wingate, Field Trip Chair

The field trip to Burro Creek apparently went
well. I have not heard as to if any good material
was found. A side trip on Saturday to Anderson
Mine was lead by Cliff Jackson.
At this site was lots of agate of average color,
small limb casts; and yellow cake, a low grade
uranium ore.

Date

Destination

June 18

Enterprise, Utah.
Indian Blanket Jasper.
This is a fee site.
This schedule may be subject to change due to
the availability of acess, and to changing weather
conditions.
If you are unable
to make the club
meeting, you can call
me at 702 547-6590
to sign up or find out
about the next field
trip.
If you are unsure
about making a trip,
you can call the day
before, or show up at
the meeting site on
the day of the trip.
Some field trip
sites have nearly
been picked clean.
As a reminder, when
collecting,
take
only what you will
use. Save some for
others.
If any member has a suggestion for a field trip,
please contact me.
Officially, diameter determines what a rock
is called:
Boulder: more than 10” Cobble: from 2
1/2’ to 10” Pebble: from 1/6” to 2 1/2”
Granule: from 1/12” to 1/6"
Grain: from 1/24" to 1/12”
The PolishePage Slab, May/June 2005

History Museum and BLM Offer SNGMS
Members Field Trip Opportunities
Bruce Wingate, Field Trip Chair

A California museum and the Bureau of Land
Management offer field trips to sites throughout
central California.
The Buena Vista Museum of Natural History
and the BLM have a non-technical program
for anyone high school age or older with an
interest in recent history, really ancient history
(paleontology), minerals, or geology.
The schedule:
Jun. 11: Johnsondale — California Hot
Springs This program examines the history
of the western face of the Sierra Nevada and
the roof pendants in the Johnsondale area, the
North Branch of the Kern River and the Kern
River Fault. Return to Bakersfield by way of
California Hot Springs.
Sept. 10-11: Southern Death Valley
Start at Searles Lake and the Trona
Pinnacles, take 4x4 roads over the Panamint
Mountains into Shoshone for an overnight stay.
Includes a stop at Tecopa Hot Springs and a
visit to the Amargosa Opera House.
Sept. 30-Oct. 2: Mother Lode-Part 1:
Southern Mines

This 3-day field conference examines the
mines, geology and mining history between
Maricopa and Jackson. There will be a Friday
Evening Lecture Series in Jamestown at the
Community Hall from 6 to 9 p.m. Saturday’s
trip will be from Jamestown through Columbia,
then on to the Hidden Treasure Mine and to
the Westpoint Mining District via the Chaw Se
Historic Park (petroglyphs, grinding stones).
Sunday’s field trip starts in Coulterville and
examines the mining areas of La Grange,
Homitos, Bear Valley and Mt. Bullion. The
Sunday field trip ends with a stamp mill
demonstration in Mariposa and a visit to the
State Mining and Mineral Museum.
(Continued on page 7)
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May Birthdays
Sue
Heide
Carl
Marcia
Wesley
Raymond
Jon
Andy
Nikki
Don
Candy

Husch
Zimmermann
Richwine
Richwine
Bryant
Simpson
Rogers
Steinborn
Steinborn
Bowser
Bowser

David
Clara
Jodi
Timothy
Arthur
Ben
Linda
Robert
Dave
Jerry

Seidner
Engle
Sherrod
Sherrod
May
Constantino
Erwin
Kimble
Suslo
Riley

Board Meeting Minutes
for April 2005
Charlotte Robinson, Secretary

The board meeting was brought to order by
President David Rogers.
The Burro Creek field trip will be April 13th
through the 16th. Bruce Wingate, our Field
Trip Chair, will be taking us on an organized
trip to the surrounding area. This will be our
most exciting trip of the year. We will have a
potluck at the Bureau of Land Management
campground Saturday evening.
Sharon Rogrow will have the information
for the show June 3, 4, and 5th. Call Charlotte
Robinson at 658 1120 for free tickets. If you
have not volunteered, please call because we
need your help.

What’s even
bigger than a
13-foot high
Columbian
Mammoth with
10-foot long
tusks?

We are going to buy a big kiddy pool for the
sand box. We will buy the sand from Rainbow
rock and bring them to the second floor and
carry the bags down and empty them into the
pool. At the end of the show, we will need to
bag the sand and remove it.

A 48 foot long
Ichthyosaur, of course.
The Nevada State
Museum’s natural
history galleries tell
the violent story of
Nevadavolcanoes that
is, and include
minerals, gems, and
paleo specimens.
The history galleries explore the human side of the
shaping of Nevada.

Visit the Nevada State Museum
700 Twin Lakes Drive
Las Vegas, NV 89107 (702)486-5205
www.nevadaculture.org

Is it Amber or Plastic?
To distinguish between amber and plastic
is really quite simple. Amber, because of its
extremely low specific gravity, will float in salt
water. Plastic will not.
The PolishePage Slab, May/June 2005

The workshop committee reports that john
called from Riverside California and restoration
is undergoing for the saws. All of the saws can
be restored and put back in working order. We
have budgeted 4k this year for repairs. The
saws will cost 3422.06. The motion passed.
The blades are in working order, they just
need reconditioned. The committee is going
to expand the schedule to six times per week,
four more hours per day. Classes will be held at
different times from workshop activity. We have
another shop foreman Tom Skerry.
The newsletter saved postage, and was able
to increase the size and increase the quality.
The Pebble Pubs will have their own section and
describe their activities.
As many of you have noticed, our raffle
prizes are fewer, but they are more elaborate.
One of our major fund raisers is the raffle.
Please donate.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30.
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General Meeting Minutes for April
Charlotte Robinson, Secretary

The meeting was called to order by vice
president Larry Grillett at 7:05 p.m.
Pot luck will be held at Burro Creek on Saturday
night. The rains have washed out our roads and
there are snakes everywhere. Bruce Wingate
will have an organized trip Saturday morning
to the Andersen Mine. As with all outings, nonmembers planning to attend must first contact the
Membership Chair for release forms and dues
payment.
Sharon Rogrow stated that the promoter has not
called her regarding the show at the Convention
Center on June 3, 4, and 5. Larry Grillett suggested
that we use a kid’s pool to put the sand in. We
can pick up the sand at Home Depot. Charlotte
Robinson will be assistant show chairmen. Judi
Auerswald will be in charge of the cases. Jim
Grothuesmann will be in charge of setup. Bill
Robinson will be in charge of take down. Beth
Jones will be in charge of the sand pile. Virginia
Johnson will be in charge of the membership drive.
Dave Finch will be in charge of the wheels. Mary
Beth Palidino will be in charge of the Pebble Pups
demonstration. Syma Sherratt will be in charge

Field Trip Opportunities
(Continued from page 5)

The fine print:

of the demonstrations. Lynn Manthey will be in
charge of the saws. And Frank Auerswald will
be in charge of slab sales. Pat Grillett will be in
charge cab demonstration. Faceting will be Larry
Grillett, Art Lory. Bruce Wingate will be in charge
of the Field trip table. The show is in the south hall
at Paradise and Desert Inn. Park in the Orange
lot.
Mary Beth Palidino will have an article from the
Pebble Pups in every newsletter.
Carl Fields has volunteered to head the tear
down committee for the Christmas Party to be held
on December 11th at the union hall at 700 Lamb.
The financial report was given by Dave Finch.
The silver-smithing channel classes will run
for four weeks in a row on Wednesdays at 6:30.
The charge for the class is $45 and we will be
using 25 gauge. Remember to bring things for the
McDonald House for Mother’s Day.
Faceting class will be Thursdays for seven
weeks and will cost $75. It will be given by Larry
Grillett.
Bill Dubin from the Division of Minerals did
tonight’s presentation on minerals in Nevada.
We had 87 members present and 11 new
members.
The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

You must comlete a registration form,
which is available online at www.ca.blm.gov/
bakersfield/georeservationform.htm,.
Fees are $10 per person per day, or $25 per
vehicle per day, whichever is less. Please make
your check payable to Buena Vista Museum
of Natural History and mail with your form to:
BVNHM, 2018 Chester Ave., Bakersfield, CA
93301. Credit card payments can be made by
calling (661) 324-6350, which is the general
information number.
The point of contact is Dr. Gregg Wilkerson,
BLM, 3801 Pegasus Dr., Bakersfield, CA 93308.
(661) 391-6081 or (661) 391-6070. Gregg_
wilkerson@blm.gov.
The PolishePage Slab, May/June 2005
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Burro Creek Pictures
(Continued from page 3)

Letters

To David Rogers, President Southern Nevada
Gem and Mineral Society, Officers and Board
Members
Dated this day, May 14, 2005.
Due to my husband’s heart condition, he is
now on permanent disability and I find at this time
for personal reasons I need to resign effectively
immediately so we can spend our quality time
together. We are in a moving forward position
at this time in the club and it is important that
you have a full time secretary and I can not be
present at all times so therefore I feel someone
else should hold this very important position.
I will continue on as Sunshine Chairman as I
love the job and I can do it on the computer at
anytime. We will remain active in the club and
cherish all our friendships we have made over the
past two years. Virginia Johnson will be in charge
of the Christmas party with my help plus I hope
many others will jump in and help her out.
Respectfully,
Charlotte Robinson
The PolishePage Slab, May/June 2005
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Traffic Safety for Everyone

Continued from page 1

than 75 percent of these incidents could have
been prevented by the use of correctly worn seat
belts or approved child safety seats. More than
5,000 children die each year as passengers in
vehicular crashes. In many cases, no safety belt
was worn and the child was sitting on the front
seat during a short trip. In some cases, a child
was riding unrestrained in back of an open pickup
truck bed or camper. Children must understand
the importance of seat belt use. In fact, it’s the law!
Putting on a seat belt should become a routine
habit. While there are a variety of reasons why
people don’t use seat belts, most are based on
misconceptions and fallacies.
We can expect to be in a car crash once
every 10 years, and a serious one every 20
years. At some point in their life, 85 percent of
the population will be involved in a serious car
crash. The forces involved are horrendous. A
150 pound person exerts a force of more than
two tons in a 30 mile per hour collision. Yet, seat
belts can reduce injuries and medical costs by 50
percent. Proper use of the seat belt and shoulder
strap is important. When using a seat belt, make
sure to hear the “click” when you buckle-up. The
seat belt and shoulder strap should be positioned
snugly across the hips and shoulders. A seat
belt incorrectly positioned above the hips may
result in serious injury to abdominal organs in an
accident. Likewise, the shoulder strap should be
placed directly over the shoulder. Otherwise, a
neck injury may result during a collision. Finally,
avoid excessive slack in the belt.
Children should never share the use of a seat
belt and they should not take their seat belts off
until the vehicle has come to a complete stop. They
should never sit in anyone’s lap in a moving vehicle.
A child sitting in someone’s lap is the single, most
dangerous place to be in a crash. It is impossible
to hold them in a collision. Protective car seats
should be used from the first time the child is in a
car until they are big enough to use an adult seat
belt properly. Age appropriate car seats and snug
straps are available. It is important to follow the
manufacturer’s instructions for correct use. Infant

May General Meeting
Charlotte Robinson, Secretary

The meeting, held May 3, 2005, was called to
order by President David Rogers.
David acknowledged all members who are an
asset to the club.
Marybeth Paladino said that the Pebble pubs
took a field trip to the Eldorado Camp Mine. Doris
Karrington took a black light to fluoresce some of
the rocks.
The Pebble Pubs will be using JoAnn Corbin’s
Apache Tears, They will use them to decorate
the tree.
The international gem and jewelry show will be
held June 3, 4, and 5 at the Las Vegas Convention
Center on the second floor. The hours are Friday,
12 p.m. to 6p.m., Saturday 10a.m. to 6:p.m., and
Sunday 11a.m. to 5p.m.
We will start setup at 11 a.m. Thursday and will
need all the help we can get. Wear your name
badge to get in. We also have complementary
tickets. Call Charlotte Robinson at 658-1120.
Judi Auerswald is in charge of the cases. Only
ten cases are allowed. The rules have changed
this year. Call Judi at 365-8306 for details.
We will tear down Sunday at 5:00. We will need
all the help we can get to move everything back
to the storage area.
Jaen and Ed will be leaving for Minnesota for
Ed’s 80th birthday. The workshop will be closed
may 20 to June 15. The only activity will be the
beading class, silversmithing, and faceting. Call
your instructor for further information.
Fred Sanchez from the mining safety
administration showed a presentation Stay
Out—Stay Alive.
We had 81 members and six guests.
Meeting adjourned at 8:45.

Continued on page 10
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Traffic Safety for Everyone

Continued from page 9

safety seats are designed to face the rear of the
vehicle. Always check the seat to ensure that the
harness and belt are snug and secure. If a vehicle
is equipped with a passenger side air bag, place
the infant safety seat rear-facing in the back seat
of the car. Do not use infant seats in the front seat
of vehicles with passenger side air bags. Some
models of infant carriers convert to safety seats.
Some carriers convert to infant safety seats while
others convert to convertible safety seats. The
convertible safety seats can be used from birth
until the child weighs about 40 pounds. Make sure
to follow manufacturer instructions, especially if
they require a top tether strap to be secured. This
strap should be secured to the rear seat belt when
used in the front seat. If you do not plan to properly
tether the strap every time you transport the child,
don’t purchase this type of seat.
For children weighing more than 20 pounds and
who can sit up, toddler seats can be used. Some of
these types also require a tether strap for complete
security. As a child gets older, he can be placed in
an approved booster seat, which is designed to
fill the gap between a child seat and regular use
of a seat belt. Make sure to use booster seats
with upper torso support, either by using a lap
and shoulder belt, or by using the body harness
supplied by the manufacturer. Both toddler seats
and booster seats can be placed in the front seat
of vehicles equipped with air bags. Again, follow
the manufacturer’s instructions carefully when
installing child safety seats. California law requires
the use of an approved child restraint seat until
the child reaches 40 pounds or up to five years
of age. The American Academy of Pediatrics
recommends their use until the child reaches 60
pounds.
Adult seat belts should be used for children
when they have outgrown their safety belts. The
belt should be snug and should rest as low as
possible on the child’s hips. If the shoulder belt
crosses the child’s face or neck, it should be
placed behind the child’s back after the buckle
has been fastened.

SNGMS Special Board Meeting

Charlotte Robinson, Secretary

A special Board meeting of the Southern
Nevada Gem and Mineral Society was held 23
April 2005 at 6 p.m. at the home of Treasurer
Dave Finch concerning a letter received from
the lessor of the workshop at 4777 E. Harris
Avenue, Mr. and Mrs. Edward Rupprecht
concerning termination of the lease.
A quorum was present consisting of
President David Rogers, Vice President Larry
Grillett, Secretary Charlotte Robinson, Treasurer
Dave Finch, Board members Clare Breneman,
Frank Auerswald, and Bruce Wingate. Absent
were George Messenger and Jaen Rupprecht.
The SNGMS has been requested to vacate
the workshop within 30 days. The matter
is in negotiation to remain for 120 days or
fewer. The club is actively seeking alternative
arrangements. Classes will continue as
scheduled either at the workshop or at an
alternate temporary location until a permanent
building is secured.
A general discussion with the membership
is on the agenda for the club meeting May 2.
Facts and Figures
Each year 15,000 lives could be saved if
everyone wore seat belts. At 30 miles per hour,
an unrestrained passenger weighing 150 pounds
exerts the force of more than two tons as it crashes
against another object. This is enough to kill!
Only 61 percent of Americans always use
their seat belts when they’re driving in their car.
Another 30 percent sometimes use the belts and
nine percent never do.
Myths About Seat Belts
I don’t need a seat belt when driving at slow
speeds or on short trips. All driving is dangerous.
Fatalities have been recorded as slow as 12 miles
per hour on nonbelted occupants. Most crashes
occur at speeds less than 40 miles per hour. Of
all crashes, 75 percent occur within 25 miles from
home.
Continued on page 12
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Our Past

Submitted by Bruno and Phyllis Syzdek
The following is from the April 1980
issue of Gem Time Bulletin of the Las Vegas
Gem Club
* * * * * * * * * * APRIL 1980 * * * * * * * * * *
MINUTES
BOARD OF DIRECTORS CLARK COUNTY GEM COLLECTORS, INC.
3-19-80
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 by President Floyd Williams.
Roll call was made.
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Floyd Williams, President
Bernada French, Vice President
lla Zittenfield, Secretary
Bobbie Koenig, Director
Carl Trakel, Past President
MEMBERS EXCUSED:
Roger Bridenburg, Director
Eugene Meier, Treasurer
Secretary lla Zittenfield read the minutes of the previous meeting,
and they were approved as read. There was no treasurer's report due to
the absence of the treasurer. It was announced that the President,
Secretary, and Treasurer met at the Bank and transferred $10,000 of
club funds from straight savings to a high yield T-Bond. At the same
time a safe deposit box was secured so that the club's valuable papers
can be safely stored. Host of the board meeting was concerned with the
show (Earth's Treasurers). Bobbie Koenig suggested that a sheet be
kept at the location of club exhibit cases and other items upon which
borrowers will sign out and return cases, the date to be noted, for
both out and return. The plans for the show will be the program for
the April 1, 1980 General Meeting.
There will be a Pot luck Supper for workers at Show set-up Friday,
April 18.
Bernada French stated the only member who has worked at the workshop
making items to be sold at the show was Ila Zittenfield.
Meeting was adjourned at 8:25.
Respectfully submitted,
lla Zittenfield, Secretary
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Cleaning Up Catalogs
Charlotte Robinson,
Sunshine Chair

If I call you and ask you to find a specific
item for me in your rio Grande catalog, could
you find it in a wink? Of course not! Where is
that darn catalog?
We had 900 sq. ft. of new ceramic tile put in
our house and we packed up 2/3 of our house
and started throwing away, not so precious
things.

Traffic Safety for Everyone
Continued from page 10

Seat belts are uncomfortable and too confining.
Seat belts are designed to allow motion around
the vehicle. They provide plenty of freedom
without compromising safety. They are designed
to activate immediately should a car come to a
sudden halt. After regular use, seatbelts are very
comfortable.
If I wear a seat belt, I might get trapped in a
burning car or caught in one underwater. Less
than one out of 200 traffic related incidents involve
fire or water submersion. Even so, you’re much
more likely to be knocked out and rendered
unconscious if you’re not wearing a belt. Your
chances of escape are better while wearing a
seat belt.
I might be saved if I’m thrown clear of a car in a
collision. You are 25 times more likely to be killed
in a crash when thrown from a vehicle. The force of
an impact can throw you 150 feet...15 car lengths!
Seat belts also prevent you from smashing your
head into the windshield, which could cause spinal
damage.
When I see a collision happening, I’ll brace
myself. Crashes happen in the blink of an eye.
It is impossible to prepare for crashes, and the
forces generated are enormous.
Continued on page 13
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You have to love taping up all your kitchen
cabinets and using paper plates for months.
Well, what happens when you clean out one
room and you move “stuff” to the next room
and then you start on that room and you have
“stuff” from room #1 all over room #2?
Now you empty room #2 with “stuff”
left over from #1, you have to clean out the
cabinets in room #2, mercy me, now you have
3 extra boxes of “stuff” from rooms #1 & #2
(at least 2 cabinets are clean now) then you
have to move all your catalogs that were in the
cabinet and start throwing away all the ones
you have saved for ten years because you know
you are going to need reference for that triple
edged, blue blade, green circle that you ordered
ten years ago (silly fool, that company has gone
out of business) then you reminisce about that
beautiful cab you made with that blade, ohback to our rat killing.
I was an artist for fifteen years with an
agent and about a year ago, my husband takes
up lapidary so he now starts ordering millions of
more catalogs for his new hobby so woe is me!
Now we abandon room #3 and find a twig
bookcase that has cook books on it so we now
empty that into room #4 where we haven’t
started yet and put all our catalogs on twiggy.
Now we can find any catalog that you call about
but we don’t know where anything else is, it’s
either in rooms 1-2-3-or 4.
Simy, we promise when you come over,
rooms 1-8 will be put back together and all
the cabinets untapped (darn) but don’t ask
to borrow the big roll of cellophane because
it is most likely in room #5. Have you gotten
the idea now that you need get rid of some of
those catalogs before it is to late? Bless you if
you don’t!
Hope the sunny weather helps all the old
ache bones as it mine and get us all out to
enjoy the spring.
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Traffic Safety for Everyone
Continued from page 12

I don’t want to offend my passengers by telling
them to buckle up. Most people willingly put
on seat belts if someone only reminds them.
Airbags
Airbags are passive restraint devices hidden
in the steering wheel or dashboard of many
cars manufactured today. A passive restraint
device is one that operates automatically. In
contrast, a seat belt is an active restraint device
and must be connected to operate. Airbags
operate in the blink of an eye and do not obstruct
driver visibility or reduce driver control. Several
sensors are located in the bumper and front
engine compartment of a vehicle. You cannot
activate an airbag by beating the bumper with a
sledge hammer. However, in a frontal crash, these
sensors activate simultaneously. When activated,
they expel a non-toxic nitrogen gas, which fills a
nylon bag. It inflates like a balloon to provide a
cushion to passengers propelled forward by the
force of an impact.
A common misconception is that one doesn’t
need to wear seat belts if they have an airbag. This
is not true. They should be used in conjunction
with lap and shoulder belts for maximum safety.
Airbags are designed for frontal crashes, and
activate by the sudden impact of 12 miles per
hour or more. They do not provide optimum safety
in side impact, rear impact, multiple impacts or
rollover crashes. Although noisy during filling,
they will not damage hearing. The nitrogen gas
expelled is non-toxic and cannot cause harm.
When the bag inflates, it can push a cigarette
aside, but will not usually affect someone wearing
eyeglasses. When deflated, a white powder will
be seen. This is talc powder and non-toxic. Once
an airbag has been activated, it cannot be used
again and must be replaced. This will cost about
$350. Many insurance companies will cover this
expense.
( From Phoenix Arizona safety info)
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SNGMS Executive Board Meeting May 9, 2005
Pricella Messenger, Secretary pro tem.

President David Rogers called the meeting to
order at 7 PM.
The first order of business was final preparations
for the gem show on June 3-5. Charlotte Robinson
requested that Ed Rupprecht provide 3 cabachons
and the rocks from which they were cut for a Field
Trip Display at the show.
David Rogers will get the slabs and minerals to
sell from the club storage area. Frank Auerswald
will bring additional specimens from Neil Phillips’
collection for sale or raffle. Ronald Antoku has
donated 2 large containers of toy cars for the $1
wheel at the show.
David, Charlotte and Frank will meet Thursday,
June 2 at 11 AM to set up for the show. Scott
Kramer will help on Sunday with dismantling our
gem show equipment. David Rogers will bring
the club flyers to be given to people interested in
joining our club at the gem show.
Treasurer, David Finch gave his summary report
for April. The annual audit of the books has been
completed, and the accountant praised David for

Circle of Rings
Continued from page 13

A ring has long been a symbol of a ruler’s
authority. Kings gave their rings to trusted
servants. The Bible tells how Pharaoh placed
his signet ring on Joseph’s finger when he sent
him into Egypt. Every official decree of the Pope
must be signed with his signet ring.
Wedding rings are worn on the third finer
of the left hand because of an old belief that a
vein runs directly from this finger to the heart,
and thus hand and heart are offered together.
When faceting of gems became popular in
Europe, the betrothal ring was set with a
precious stone, often a family gem.
Rings are signs of title, authority, personal
ornaments, and love and marriage. Thus the
ring—a circle with no beginning or ending, has
come to mean many things through the ages.

his recordkeeping.
Bruce Wingate made a motion that Frank
Auerswald be reimbursed for silversmithing
supplies purchased for the class he teaches. The
motion was seconded by George Messenger and
passed.
Bruce then made a second motion for payment
of class expenses, and it was seconded by David
Finch and passed.
A third motion was made by Frank Auerswald
to reimburse Charlotte Robinson for a club
purchase in memory of longtime club member
and past President Don Noble. It was seconded
and passed.
Charlotte, our Secretary, will send copies of
all meetings held since January to all Executive
Board members so they can review them for errors
before they are read into the record.
Bruce Wingate , Field Trip Chair, reported
that the May 21 Sperry Wash Field Trip requires
4-wheel drive vehicles. There are specimens
of agate petrified palm and chalcedony to be
collected. Members should meet at 7 AM at the
gas station at Blue Diamond and Rainbow.
A brief discussion about the club workshop was
held .
The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 PM.

CFMS SHOW IN ROSEVILLE

Submitted by Dave Finch
ROSEVILLE ROCK ROLLERS / CFMS Gem &
Mineral Blast
June 10, 11, 12, 2005
ROSEVILLE (PLACER CO.) FAIRGROUNDS
Hours: Friday, and Saturday, June 10th &
June 11th, 10-6. Sunday, June 12th, 10-4.
Admission: Adults, $4.00, 3-day Adult Pass
$10.00, Juniors, 15 and under, FREE
Seniors, 60yrs.+ $3.00, 3-day Senior Pass
$8.00
Parking: FREE
Show information, Maps, Camping and
Lodging Information: www.rockrollers.com
(916) 630-1000
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Southern Nevada Gem and Mineral Society
P.O. Box 94744, Las Vegas NV 89193
HTTP://www.sngms.com
E-mail: admin@sngms.com

The Southern Nevada Gem and Mineral Society was organized to educate ourselves and the community
in the science and arts related to rocks, mineral, gems, fossils, and nature in general. Fostering an
understanding and appreciation of the physical world, we can use it and protect it for future generations.
We are incorporated for the purpose of promoting an active interest in Geology, Gemology and facilitate
an improvement in knowledge of the art of cutting, polishing, collecting and displaying gems. We began
in 1932, and became the Southern Nevada Gem and Mineral Society in 2003. The very first Polished
Slab was published in 1940 by Paul Mercer.
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Club Gemstone: Turquoise
Club Colors: Turquoise and Silver
Club Logo: Arrowhead

$ 48
$ 90
First month free for club members.
All ads are to be paid prior to publication.
Make checks payable to SNGMS.
Mail to P.O. Box 94744 Las Vegas, NV 89193

Editors: Please send exchanges to: Polished Slab Editor P.O. Box 94744 Las Vegas NV 89193
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Club Motto: Rocks-R Us
Annual Dues
Individual: $15.00
Family: $20.00
Club / Membership Name Badges are available at $10
Meetings: 7:00 PM the first Monday of each month at the
Senior Center 450 Bonanza at Las Vegas Boulevard Las
Vegas, Nevada 702-229-6454
Visitors are always welcome.
Please bring a friend or two.
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NEVADA MINERAL & BOOK COMPANY
Come explore over 2,300 square feet of rare mineral specimens and specialty books.
BOOKS (NEW AND USED & RARE) MINERALS, FOSSILS, DECORATOR ITEMS,
MAGAZINES, EDUCATIONAL KITS, MAPS, AND MINING EPHEMERA
(STOCK CERTIFICATES, ETC.)

OCK
Nevada!)
IN ST MINERALS OF NEVADA (The first comprehensive mineralogy ever done for Nevada

645 N. PUEBLO BLVD.
HENDERSON, NEVADA 89015
PHONE (702) 568-9977
http://minbooks.net

(In Marker Plaza, Off E. Lake Mead Drive, Approx. 2.5 miles East of Boulder Highway)
OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY 10AM-6PM
OTHER TIMES BY APPOINTMENT

