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    I would like to thank everyone who attended our
April meeting. It was nice to see such a large
turnout again. Welcome to all of you new members
who joined us. Introduce yourselves, ask lots of
questions, volunteer for something, and let every-
one know who you are. Good news. We have
finally seen the inside of our prospective workshop
location. On Monday morning before the meeting,
along with Carl Fields and Richard Fyfe, we took
some measurements, and talked with the owner.
Carl and Richard drew up some plans for the shop
layout as to power and lighting requirements. The
owner will do the build out to fit our needs. Our
next move is work out the lease agreement and get
ready to set up the shop.   I plan on making the trip
to Burro Creek this year. I have not been able to go
on a club field trip in a very long time and am
looking forward to this one. Congratulations and
thank you, Clare Brenneman for accepting the
appointment as our new club  Secretary. By the
way, we still need a field trip chairman. If you are
interested, give me a call.  Happy Easter to all and
I hope to see everyone at the May 1st meeting.                        

Respectfully,      �����������	
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TIPS FOR ROCKHOUND TRIPS   by Mary Beth

  Although there are many of you in our club with more
field trip experience than I have, here are a few tips that
I have learned.
   Know where you are going and what you are looking
for. If you don’t know what rock you are looking for,
chances are you won’t find any. Keep your eye out for
pretty or unusual specimens. It also helps to know
availablitity of gas stations and supplies.
   Be prepared. Sometimes you need pry bars, .............continued

.......from below.........shovels, picks, rock hammers, chisels,
sifters or strainers. Sometimes all you need is a
bucket. Water is essential in the desert; drink plenty
when out and about. You can also wash off rocks
you are looking at. NEVER lick a rock! You need
something to carry rocks in. My first trip, I had a
plastic paint bucket which I filled to the top. It was
too heavy to carry and the handle broke. Some
people like to use backpacks for smaller more
fragile rocks. Shoulder bags are very handy for
some trips. Metal bins are the choice of some for
bigger specimens. A first-aid kit, hat, sunscreen,
flashlight, gloves, good hiking shoes and the right
clothing are essential. Binoculars and two way
radios are also nice to have. Take the path less
traveled; if you’re the last person at the end of the
line there is a good chance everyone ahead of you
picked up the good stuff. Spread out! Some spots
are well picked over, try up on the next ridge.
Maybe the group before you didn’t get that far.
  Be careful; on a trip for Turquoise, my son
climbed the hill first. What he didn’t know was the
rock at the top of the hill was loose, unlike the solid
rock on the way up. Gravel and rock avalanched
down the hill. Don’t look up if someone yells “look
out below” a dislodged boulder could hit you right
in the face. Hard hats are always a good idea if you
know you’ll be in an area where there is danger of
falling rocks. Gloves are also a good idea. They
could protect against a spider bite when you turn
over a rock.
  Most of all, go to have a good time. A good
nature and positive attitude can make the difference
between a miserable outing and a successful and
enjoyable trip. Happy hunting! Mary Beth Paladino
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    MARCH meeting called to order at 6:15 pm.
All board members present except Larry Foutz,
and Dave Rogers. Business discussed - status
of club metal detector still not known. Annual
campout at Burro Creek is set for Apr 19th-
23rd. with Potluck Saturday night club will fur-
nish meat. Group campsite is reserved. The
issue of club name badges brought up. Mag-
netic backs should not be worn by anyone with
a pacemaker. Pin backs are available. Update
on shop location. Building will not ready until
the end of April. Our library might possibly be
relocated there if space permits. Meeting ad-
journed at 7 pm. APRIL meeting called to order
at 6:25 pm. Just before the meeting a prelimi-
nary shop layout drawing and report was pre-
sented by Carl Fields and Richard Fyfe. All
board members present except Frank Auer-
swald. Sharon Rogow was acting secretary.
Commentary on success of past weekend’s

     “Diamonds are a girl’s best friend.” So the saying
goes. This gem has been revered throughout history.
Used to embellish crowns, swords, emblems, and jew-
elry. Diamonds have also been credited for having
certain medicinal properties. Formed deep within the
earth under intense heat and pressure, Diamonds are
nothing more than crystallized carbon. Volcanic activ-
ity of centuries ago brought these gemstones to the
earth’s surface where they are found either in volcanic
rock formations or washed out into rivers.
    Uncut, it is as unremarkable as a pebble on the
beach. The true beauty of the Diamond was never
revealed until the 16th century, when gemstone cutting
and polishing techniques were perfected. Prior to this
time, it was considered taboo to modify the original
state of a Diamond. Today the value and appeal of this
stone depends largely upon how skillfully it is cut and
faceted. A gift of Diamond is symbolic of everlasting
love.                        ..............from ABOUT BIRTHSTONES
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www.desertoutfitters.com
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show at the South Coast. A new club advertis-
ing flyer has been printed for attracting new
members. Business discussed - The BBQ
trailer needs a new tire. Tom Skeary to handle.
What to do with our storage trailers? A work
party will be needed to sort, save and toss.
Motion was made to eventually eliminate both
storage trailers. Passed unanimously. Mention
by Treasurer that investments should soon be
reviewed. Workshop operation was discussed.
Equipment hour meters will be installed on the
equipment for accurate tracking of usage.
Rules, policies, and procedures to be estab-
lished. A ridesharing program and “quick set
up” show team ideas were brought up. Meeting
was adjourned at 6:55 pm.
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Beads Books Jewelry Accessories
Senior & Clubmember Discounts

Free Classes
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*  Thank You  *
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        Give them a phone call and wish them well
   ED RUPPRECHT is still recovering from surgery
  DORIS CURRINGTON is still not well.
ART LORY  is recovering from a brief hospital stay.
.

           Best wishes for a speedy recovery to all.
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KIDS CLUB - Pebble Pups
Meetings will move back to my home at 3740 Moss
Ridge Court. Next meeting is April 30th from 1 pm
to 4 pm. Call 255-1647 for directions. We will be
working on the Earth Resources patch and enjoy a
scavenger hunt. .......... Mary Beth Paladino
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Our May program will be a silent auction. So if
you have any items to donate (preferably related
to our hobby) please get them to Mary Beth for
the auction. You can also give them to any board
member. We all have a few slabs, specimens,
projects, or slabs we could part with. It’s a
fundraiser for the club and always a lot of fun.
Don’t miss out on this one.

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS
 Thanks to those who helped me out at the Art Glass &
Bead Expo the weekend of April 1st. With only a very
short notice we had a nice display booth to promote our
club. Booth space was courtesy of Sharon Rogow. Tom
& Pat Skeary worked Friday. Carolyn Chervenak, Carl
Fields and Heide Zimmermann on Saturday. Mary Beth
on Sunday. Many Thanks.  .......  your Prez  JT






GENERAL MEETING MINUTES
MARCH  meeting called to order at 7:15 by President.
Present were VP Sharon Rogow, Treasurer Pat Skeary,
Charlotte Robinson Secretary, Tom Skeary and Frank
Auerswald. Absent were Dave Rogers & Larry Foutz.
 The Treasurers report. The February minutes from
were read , corrected and approved.
Awards banquet chairperson Nancy Tatom gave a re-
port on the awards banquet Dec 10th.
Show report. Sharon Rogow brought up the two
shows coming up for the year. Discussion and voting
followed for continued participation. Motion passed.
Old business: Silversmithing classes to start Tuesday
night at the Senior Center crafts room at 6:00 PM.
The cost will be $2.00 a class.  Frank Auerswald to
give the class. Sunshine:  Beth Jones recovering from
knee surgery.
New business: Our annual Burro Creek trip for April
is in the works. Teresa Bower has volunteered to help
with the web site and the newsletter. President an-
nounced that the annual Awards Dinner should alter-
nate each year between pot luck and catered. We will
have a catered affair this year. Our scheduled guest
speaker called in ill, so Mary Beth Paladino, did the
presentation and then gave away bags of gemstones
and a 1923 Silver dollar. CFMS raised our dues to
$7.50 a person. We need to recoup some of this by
raising our dues. A motion was made by Sandra Smith
to raise the single membership dues to $20.00 and the
family membership to $30.00. Second by Diane Hale.
Motion passed unanimously. Meeting was adjourned
at 8:35.PM.
APRIL  meeting called to order at 7:15 by President.
Board present except for Dave Rogers and Frank
Auerswald. After an announcement that secretary had
resigned, the minutes were read by President. Motion
to approve minutes by Carl Fields, second by Theresa
Bower. Membership voted to approve as read. Treasur-
ers report by Pat Skeary. Kids program report, Mary
Beth. Show report- Show coming up June 2,3,4th.
Workshop progress report and plans by Carl Fields.
Sunshine report by President. Publicity by Erica; club
meeting times to be in City Life, and The View.
  Old Business: Burro Creek - anyone attending must
sign release forms. Workshop - Discussion pros &
cons. Motion to proceed with lease by Dave Finch,
second by George Messenger. Motion amended to in-

clude option for renewal at end of lease term. Try for
5 year lease, we will accept 3year. Membership voted
and carried unanimously.
New Business: Diane Hale suggested anyone having
any ideas or suggestions send e-mail to President.
President brought up the idea of a rideshare program
for anyone unable to drive to the meeting.
 Also the concept of a “quick setup” show team.
Members who would bring a showcase or demon-
stration on short notice to a last minute publicity op-
portunity to help promote the club.
Program - Speaker gave talk on the spiritual quali-
ties of gemstones.
Announcements: Lynn Manthey has plenty fire-
wood for Burro Creek. Awards Banquet to be Dec
10th with limited seating for 100 people. Cost will be
$10 per person. Buy your tickets early. Art clay class
will be Monday night at 6 PM in crafts room with sil-
versmith class. Call Sharon Rogow for details and
costs. Meeting adjourned at 8:55PM
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Beads * Findings * Crafts * Accessories

4750 W. Sahara, Suite 13  (in the Sahara Pavilion)
Las Vegas, Nevada 89102  702-259-6100

www.beadsplus.com

Mon-Sat 10-6  Sun 12-5

Free Classes Daily  11-1:30
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Tumbler and Genie - call  Larry May -897-2144

Club Members only - call the Editor to place a free ad here
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WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST MEMBERS
Martin Godinez Rosa Godinez
Karina Luera Shinnah Luera
Brooks Sullens Kathy Sullens
Arnold Frederick Sharon Frederick
Richard Maxwell Rebecca Maxwell
Peter Kay Vicki Jones

  ............AND RETURNING MEMBERS
Jon Olson Herman Herring
Suzy Kostelac Wayne Barger

!&'�(�%")�&'�!&'�(�%")�&'�!&'�(�%")�&'�!&'�(�%")�&'�
Don Bowser Candy Bowser

Wes Bryant Clara Engle
Linda Erwin Heide Zimmermann

Sue Husch Peter Kay
Carl Richwine   Marcia Richwine

Dave Seidner Irene Womble

     HAPPY BIRTHDAY FROM SNGMS !
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No new developments to report at this time.
If you would like to view this pending bill and
see exactly what all the fuss is about, it is
posted on the website. Also coming are the
names and addresses of the Congressmen to
write to in reference to this bill.
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        UNIQUE BEADS
           SUPPLIES
       FREE CLASSES
      xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
  SNGMS - 15% Discount with
   your club membership card
    xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
   Mon-Sat 10-6 Sun 11-5
     9420 W SAHARA  #107
        LAS VEGAS NV  89117
             702-220-3424

Editor’s Note:
You can get your copy of the Polished Slab
a little bit sooner by going to the club website.
It is posted there the night before the I send it
to the printers. You can also download and
print extra copies of current or past issues.
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 This is a special thank you to one of our long time
advertisers and supporters. A-1 Jewelry Supply.
For many years they have contributed  items and
were not always recognized for their efforts. I urge
all members to identify themselves as clubmem-
bers when visiting A-1 and say thank you to Toni
for supporting us.
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SECOND TIME AROUND , OUR PAST from May 1969 Gem Times - Las Vegas Gem Club

Courtesy of Bruno & Phyllis Syzdek ; Our Club Historians
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Elected Officer Name Phone

President Jack Toogood 222-1946

Vice president Sharon Rogow 656-1144

Secretary Clare Brenneman

Treasurer Pat Skeary 459-2649

One Year Board Frank Auerswald 365-8306

Volunteer
Chairpersons

Parliamentarian /Sgt
at Arms

Craig Edmonds 838-0012

Editor Jack Toogood 222-1946

Webmaster Theresa Bower 837-0522

Website Liason Carolyn Edmonds 838-0012

Federation Director Carolyn Chervenak 274-2867

Show Chairman Sharon Rogow 656-1144

Hospitality Carolyn Chervenak 274-2867

Historian Bruno & Phylis Syzdek 876-3861

Financial Planner George Messenger

Awards Banquet Nancy Tatom

Elected Officer Name Phone

One Year Board David Rogers 260-6344

Two Year Board Tom Skeary 459-2649

Three Year Board Larry Foutz 896-7757

Field Trip Chair OPEN

Volunteer
Chairpersons

Refreshments Melinda Cohen  &
Paula Newman

Door Prizes Mary Beth Paladino 255-1647

Inventory

Sunshine

Publicity Erica Hamilton 364-1400

Program Director Mary Beth Paladino 255-1647

Class Coordinator Frank Auerswald

General Foreman Wes Bryant

Shop Foreman Carl Fields

Shop Foreman
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MAIL IN OR TURN IN AT THE MEETING
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First month free for club members. Ads must be paid prior
to publication. Make checks payable to Southern Nevada
Gem and Mineral Society.  Mail to: SNGMS / attn: Editor

     P.O. Box 94744
     Las Vegas, NV 89193

Polished Slab Advertising Rates

Ad Size Six Months Yearly

2” x 3.5” Business Card $ 18 $ 30

4.25” x 5.5” Quarter Page $ 48 $ 90

5.5” x 8” Half Page $ 90 $ 170

11” x 8” Full Page $ 150 $ 275
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