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President’s Message
Here we go again, another month, another newsletter. This
isn’t really that hard to do, so I have decided to continue on as
the editor for a bit longer, at least until enough of the members start complaining. In the mean time, I still welcome your
articles, editorials or suggestions and will do my best to get
accurate information out in a timely manner. I am also working on some written guidelines to make the handover go a
little smoother each time that a new board member or chairperson takes over a position. Basic responsibilities are outlined in our bylaws. It might also encourage more volunteering, if the means of fulfilling the duties of a position are more
clearly defined. Speaking of volunteers, a big thank you to
Theresa Bower, who will be taking over duties as Webmaster
and will also be helping me with the newsletter.
By the March meeting, I should have more information available on the possible workshop location that I spoke about at
the February meeting. I have not seen it yet; as the new
owner of the building is still clearing out old stuff, cleaning
and fixing. So far; it sounds promising.
Good news - The internal audit of our finances has been
completed and I am pleased to report all is in order. Thank
you Dave Finch for another excellent job of record keeping.
Bad news - Membership dues have increased; motion was
passed unanimously at the February general meeting.
Reservations have been made at Burro Creek Campground
in Arizona for our annual campout and field trip. Dates are
April 19th to the 23rd; that’s the weekend after Easter. Potluck
dinner will be Saturday the 22nd. The club will furnish the
meat. Be there!
We still need a Field Trip chairman, Librarian, and Refreshment chairman. I would like to welcome our new members
and I hope to see everyone at the next general meeting on
March 6th at 7 PM. Board meeting will be at 6PM.
Respectfully,
Jack Toogood President
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OUR LIFE MEMBERS
LUE BARTLETT
NIDA BEESON
ROY BEESON
ED RUPPRECHT
RAY SIMPSON
BOB SMITH
DAISY SMITH
BRUNO SYZDEK
PHYLLIS SYZDEK
*

Thank You

*

* * SPECIAL NOTICE * *
Unfortunately, we have been forced to raise our
club membership dues. The new cost will be $20
for an individual membership and $30 for a family
membership. This is primarily due to CFMS raising the federation dues. We now are required to
pay $7.50 per member to the Federation. This
means that for a family of four we have to pay
$30 just in Federation dues alone. It wasn’t that
long ago that the Federation dues were only
$3.00 per member. These increases have been
brought about by rising insurance costs due to
the ever increasing number of liability lawsuits.
The Federation membership is our primary liabilty coverage in the event that a member is injured at a club function. It is one of those necessities we can’t afford not to have. JT
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January Board Meeting
The meeting was called to order at 6:00. Members present were Jack Toogood, Sharon Rogow,
Charlotte Robinson, Pat Skeary, Tom Skeary,
Frank Auerswald, Bill Robinson, and David
Rogers. Absent was Larry Foutz.
All the pertinent information from the past has
been turned over to our new president and he is
reviewing all the information so he is up to date
on all the files. The membership in the past has
always been done by the Vice-President and it
was decided by the board the the treasurer will
handle membership since that is were the money
has to go to anyway. Larry Foutz has resigned as
editor and our president will be publishing the
newsletter for a time. Any articles for publication
should be e-mailed to Jack at vegasbmw @ hotmail.com. We will start sending the newsletter
out on a monthly basis again but with fewer
pages. A discussion was held concerning where
all of our equipment and keys are being stored
and it is mostly accounted for. A notebook of
where everything is will be prepared in the next

couple of months so if you have any extra item
that you are storing for the club, please bring it
to our president’s attention so it can be added to
the list. When the weather gets warmer, we will
have a club day at the sheds to clean out and dispose of some of the things that we no longer
need. Sharon Rogow made a suggestion that the
word Bead be added to our club name. After
discussion, the matter is tabled for now as Craig
Edmonds has to review if this is possible. A discussion was held concerning positions that we
have open. Meeting adjourned at 6:55 pm.
............ Charlotte Robinson - Secretary
FEBRUARY MEETING PROGRAM
If you were unable to attend the meeting, our
guest speaker, was going to speak on Amethyst,
but she cancelled at the last minute. Mary Beth
did an impromptu talk and gave us a very fun
presentation about Amethyst. She also gave out
some nice little Amethyst specimens, a necklace,
and a 1922 silver dollar. Thank you, Mary Beth

AMETHYST
FEBRUARY BIRTHSTONE
The much prized amethyst is a variety of quartz of
various shades of purple or violet. One of the qualities that enhance the beauty and desirability of a
gem stone is the possibility of seeing into it’s depths.
Amethyst has this physical property. An amethyst of
gem quality should be perfectly transparent, deep
purple in color, and cut “brilliant”
This six sided variety of quartz has pointed crystals. The color variation is due to impurities such as
iron and manganese.
At one time the amethyst was nearly as valuable
as the diamond. New extensive deposits in many
parts of the world, especially Siberia, Brazil, Mexico, and Nova Scotia, have caused this gem to be
less than one tenth its former value. Amethysts are
found in many places in the United States and some
fine crystals have been collected in Chester and
Delaware counties in Pennsylvania.
...........from “Birthstones” by E.R. Eller
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DUES ARE DUE , TIME TO RENEW
ITS STILL THAT TIME OF THE YEAR
Dues expire each year on December 31st
Time to pay your club dues. You can pay at the next club meeting or mail in your check.
Get them in before the deadline to avoid being dropped from the membership roster.
The deadline is March 1st.
Annual dues are $20 for an individual membership and $30 for a family membership
Make all checks payable to ; Southern Nevada Gem and Mineral Society, Inc.
Mail to: SNGMS PO Box 94744 Las Vegas , NV 89193

SUNSHINE REPORT
PAINTING

DRYWALL

BETH JONES is recovering from knee surgery
Best wishes for a speedy recovery.

VICTOR VALLEY GEM & MINERAL CLUB
30TH ANNUAL TAILGATE EVENT
Held off of Stoddard Wells Road In Apple Valley

March 10th, 11th & 12th 2006
Members of the Victor Valley Gem & Mineral Club invite you and your friends to
attend our annual free “tailgate” and field trip at the Stoddard Mtn. collecting site.
Here Verde Antique and Tri-Colored Marble are easily located. The small black Jade
site at the top of the hill is a little more elusive. The field departs at 9:00 am on
Saturday. 4 X 4’s are required and “jeep pooling” is appreciated. The tailgate is open
to all clubs and rockhounds. Everyone is allowed to sell or buy just about anything.
Most items for sale or trade are related to gems, minerals, findings, and equipment.
ALL SELLING SPACE IS A FIRST COME FIRST SERVE BASIS. NO RESERVATIONS.

Remember this is a “dry” camp area, so bring in your own water and other necessities.
The Club will have four “porta-potties”, two of which will be handicapped accessible.
Supplies are available at the Stoddard Wells I-15 exit just outside of Victorville.
Stoddard Wells road becomes a graded dirt road for seven miles to the TAILGATE
from the Dale Evans Parkway intersection and can be easily handled by motorhomes
and trailers. Green and yellow VVGM club signs will mark the route to the camping
area. HELD RAIN OR SHINE. All pets must be leashed or in an RV at all times.
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January General Meeting
JANUARY 9th MEETING

Meeting called to order by President Jack Toogood
at 7:05. Our membership chairperson was not in attendance due to health reasons so a list was passed
around for everyone to sign. Jack introduced himself
and the new board and told of his plans for the future.
The treasurer’s report was short due to no transactions during the changing of the guard.
Sharon Rogow gave a report on the show at the Convention Center and not all the final figures are in at
the present time but will be forth coming. We would
like some club feedback on how the members feel
about continuing our participation in this event. We
also would like any information that you have about
field trip locations that you may have so we can plan
some new trips this year.
We have several openings that need to be filled and
we need your help so please come foreword and volunteer.
We are in need of a location for a new workshop and
need your help. We are looking for a central location, if possible and a building or shared space that
we can afford. A long term lease would help us out if
and when we find such a place so if you know of anyone who has a location we could scout, please notify
Frank Auerswald who is heading up the workshop
committee.
Our Christmas party was a big success and we are
starting to get ideas for this coming year. It was nice
to have a chance to sit and visit and get to know the
members of the club a little better. We would like to
thank everyone for all of their generous donations for
the raffle to help make our party a lot more fun, winning a prize is always fun! Figures will be forth com-

THE BEAD BUFFET
7380 S. Eastern ste 116

ing and it appears we broke just about even as far
as income and expenses were concerned.
A question was brought up about our claim at
the Ore Car Mine. A discussion was held and we
will keep the mining claim.
We had 55 members present and 4 visitors.
Meeting adjourned at 8:20 PM.
submitted by..........
Charlotte Robinson - Secretary

March meeting is March 6th
If your birthday is in March, don’t forget to
bring some goodies for the refreshment table.

MARCH BIRTHDAYS
Helen Cervantes
Shawna Rogers
Elana Constantino
Roland Parsons
Diane Hale
Adele Solomon

Tom Gergits
Beverleylee Brown
Joan Garrott
Kathleen Watanabe
Corinne Silvia
Phyllis Perlongo

HAPPY BIRTHDAY FROM SNGMS !

HELP WANTED
No Experience Needed

Las Vegas, NV 89123
(702) 364-1400
HOURS T-F 11-7 SAT 9-6
Beads Books Jewelry Accessories
Senior & Clubmember Discounts
Free Classes

FREE ON THE JOB TRAINING
Refreshment Chairperson
Librarian
SHORT HOURS - LONG BREAKS
NO TAXES
CONTACT A BOARD MEMBER FOR DETAILS
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QUARTZSITE POTLUCK - January 16th
Our old meeting spot and campsite at mile marker
one on Plumosa Road, had some old familiar faces
and a few new ones, getting together for some good
food, good times, and enjoying a little camaraderie
around the campfire.
Past President Bob Heim and wife Barbara made
it all the way from Yuba City, California. Although
they had to say goodbye to Las Vegas several years
ago, they are still members of our club and missed by
those of us who know them. Past President Frank
Rowley also came down from Northern California to
attend. Frank is another member missed by his
friends here in Southern Nevada. He and Carolyn
Chervenak handled much of the food preparation so
no one went hungry. Some of the other members
that were in attendance included Dave Finch, Scott
Kramer, Al Firebaugh, Larry Hagen, Art Lory, Lynn
Manthey, Mel Golubic, Wes & Simy Bryant, Carl
Fields, and Heide Zimmerman.
There was of course the usual shopping in town,
but the group also had a successful mini field trip for
green rhyolite. The weather was nice and cold at
night with warm sunny days and no rain. It’s nice to
see that some of the old traditions are still being upheld.
Maybe next year, those who missed this one, will
be able to attend. Your newsletter editor started out
to go there, but when an unscheduled vehicle maintanance issue came up, his plans changed at the last
minute.

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE FOR YOUR AD

Your business name
BUSINESS CARD SIZE AD
for only $30 for 1 year
ADS paid in advance
Contact the editor

What’s Happening ?
UPCOMING EVENTS

CALIFORNIA
Feb 17-26 San Gorgonio Mineral / Gem Club
Riverside County Fair & Date Festival
Gem & Mineral Bldg #1 46-350 Arabia St
Indio, CA 951-849-1674
Feb 25-26 Antioch Lapidary Club Annual Show
Contra Costa County Fairgrounds,
Antioch, CA 925-458-2539
Mar 4-5 Monrovia Rockhounds
46th Annual Gem & Mineral Show
LA County Arboretum south of I-210
near Santa Anita racetrack.
Arcadia,CA
626-359-1624
Mar 10-12 Victor Valley Gem & Mineral Club
30th Annual Tailgate Event
Stoddard Wells Rd, Apple Valley CA
Jun 9- 11 CFMS Federation show
Calaveras County Fairgrounds
Angels Camp, CA

................. submitted by Carolyn Chervenak


WHERE THE HECK IS BURRO CREEK ?
The Burro Creek Recreation Site is located 60 miles
northwest of Wickenburg on Highway 93. From
Kingman, AZ travel east 17 miles on I-40, then
south on Highway 93 for 53 miles. The recreation
site turnoff is one mile south of Burro Creek Bridge.
We have the group campsite reserved from Wed
the19th to Sun the 23rd. This is a popular annual
club event; plan now for this one! See you there.

UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS
MAR 10-12 VICTOR VALLEY GEM & MINERAL CLUB
30TH ANNUAL TAILGATE EVENT
STODDARD WELLS RD & I-15, APPLE VALLEY, CA
APR 19-23

BURRO CREEK CAMPOUT & POTLUCK
GROUP CAMPSITE AREA, BURRO CREEK, AZ

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
THEIR ADS HELP TO OFFSET THE COST
OF PRODUCING THIS NEWSLETTER
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SECOND TIME AROUND ......... from the Feb 1967 issue of the Polished Slab
Courtesy of Bruno & Phyllis Syzdek ; Our Historians
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Southern Nevada Gem and Mineral Society, Inc
Membership Application
Name(s)_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
Address________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
City_____________________________
_____________________________ State _________ ZIP __________
Phone _________________________ E-Mail _________________________________
Birthdays __________________________________________ (month only)
Interests [ ] Mineralogy [ ] Lapidary [ ] Field Trips [ ] Geology [ ] Beads [ ] Silversmithing
new member _______

renewal _______

Annual Dues Are:

Adults $20 ______ Family $30 ______

MAIL IN OR TURN IN AT THE MEETING

_______________ ___________________________________________________

2006 Officers - Board of Directors - Committee Chairpersons
Elected Officer

Name

Phone

Elected Officer

Name

Phone

President

Jack Toogood

222-1946

One Year Board

David Rogers

260-6344

Vice president

Sharon Rogow

656-1144

Two Year Board

Tom Skeary

459-2649

Secretary

Charlotte Robinson

658-1120

Three Year Board

Larry Foutz

896-7757

Treasurer

Pat Skeary

459-2649

Field Trip Chair

OPEN

One Year Board

Frank Auerswald

365-8306

Volunteer
Chairpersons

Volunteer
Chairpersons

Parliamentarian /Sgt Craig Edmonds
at Arms
Editor

Jack Toogood

838-0012

Refreshments

OPEN

222-1946

Door Prizes

Mary Beth Paladino

255-1647

Webmaster

Dave Rogers

260-6344

Inventory

Federation Director

Carolyn Chervenak

274-2867

Sunshine

Charlotte Robinson

658-1120

Show Chairman

Sharon Rogow

656-1144

Publicity

Erica Hamilton

364-1400

Hospitality

Carolyn Chervenak

274-2867

Class Coordinator

Historian

Bruno & Phylis Syzdek

876-3861

Shop Foreman

Librarian

OPEN

Shop Foreman

Southern Nevada Gem and Mineral Society
P.O. Box 94744 Las Vegas, NV 89193
website www.sngms.com
E-mail: admin@sngms.com
7

The Polished Slab published by the

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
Las Vegas, NV
Permit No. 2715

Southern Nevada Gem & Mineral Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 94744
Las Vegas, NV 89193
Return Service Requested

The Polished Slab

The Southern Nevada Gem and Mineral Society is a non-profit corporation, organized to educate
ourselves and the community in the science and arts related to rocks, minerals, gems, fossils, and
nature in general. Fostering an understanding and appreciation of the physical world, we can use it
and protect it for future generations. We are incorporated for the purpose of promoting an interest
in Geology, Gemology, the Lapidary arts and related fields. We began in Las Vegas in 1932, and became the Southern Nevada Gem and Mineral Society in 2003 with the merger of the Las Vegas Gem
Club and the Clark County Gem Collectors. The very first Polished Slab was published in 1940 by
Paul Mercer.
Polished Slab Advertising Rates
Club Gemstone: Turquoise
Club Colors: Turquoise & Silver
Club Logo: Faceted stone
Club Motto: Rocks-R Us
Membership is open to anyone with an interest in; Rocks, Gems,
Geology, Lapidary, Beads, Fossils, or Silversmithing
Annual Dues - Individual: $ 20.00 Family: $ 30.00
Club Name Badges available at $ 10.00 each
Meetings: 7:00 PM the first Monday of the month at the
Senior Center at 450 Bonanza just west of Las Vegas Blvd.
Downtown Las Vegas, Nevada. 702-229-6454
No meeting is held in December - Annual awards dinner.

Ad Size

Six Months

Yearly

2” x 3.5” Business Card

$ 18

$ 30

4.25” x 5.5” Quarter Page

$ 48

$ 90

5.5” x 8” Half Page

$ 90

$ 170

11” x 8” Full Page

$ 150

$ 275

First month free for club members. Ads must be paid prior
to publication. Make checks payable to Southern Nevada
Gem and Mineral Society. Mail to: SNGMS / attn: Editor
P.O. Box 94744
Las Vegas, NV 89193

Visitors are always welcome - Bring a friend or two.
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