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Upcoming Events

President’s Message

Mar 1 - Board Meeting
Mar 4 - General Meeting
Rupprercht’s 50 Years of
Rock Collecting is program
Wire Wrapping - each
Monday except General
Meeting night, 3 & 6 PM at
the Shop. Jan wire
wrapping is Feb 13th &
27th.
Silversmithing - each
Tuesday, 5 PM at the Shop
Beading - Every other
Thursday, 6 PM at the
Shop. Feb beading is 9th
and 23rd.
See page 8 for more class
information
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from Sheri Johnson

Hello Fellow Rockhounds,
It’s only February and it is already turning out to be a busy year. The next
field trip will be on February 18th (weather permitting) to search for
beautiful multicolored jasper. The annual Burro Creek Camping trip is
scheduled for April 17th through April 22nd. If you are interested in learning
a new skill, the classes are in full swing – Beading, Faceting, Wirewrapping
and Silversmithing.
The shop changed hours and is now open on Sunday. For everyone who
uses the Genies at the shop, you will be happy to know that the General
Membership voted to replace all 5 sets of Genie Wheels, so it will be much
easier to polish that cab in the very near future. Stop by the shop to give
the new wheels a “spin”, or just to say Hello.
We are looking for a few volunteers:
The By-Laws Committee is reforming, if interested, please contact Sue
Moore.
The Sons of Erin show is coming up in March and the Society has an 8
foot by 8 foot booth that we need volunteers to man the indoor booth.
If interested, please give me a call or send an e-mail to
SNGMS@yahoo.com.
A committee is forming to determine if the Society should have a
SMALL Rock Show. I stress small because the Society has not
sponsored a show in a very long time. If you are interested, please give
me a call or send an e-mail to SNGMS@yahoo.com.
That’s all for now. Happy hunting everyone!

Board Meeting Summary - February 2nd 2012

Birthday, New Members and Sunshine

10

The meeting was called to order at 5:43 P.M., and the pledge of allegiance was
made.

Upcoming Shows &
Vendor Opportunities

11

The minutes of the board meeting held January 5 2012 were read and approved
without correction.
The Treasurer’s report was given for January 2012, showing a loss. Bills totaling
$231.14 for saw repair and miscellaneous shop supplies were submitted and
approved.
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Board Meeting Summary - con’t.
It was noted there is a need to update the website.
The following motions were made and approved; to allow for the expenditure of $269.97 for parts to repair
faceting machines, up to $125 to repair saw c, and up to $2,500 for the replacement of all 30 genie wheels.
February 10 will see the cleaning of miscellaneous debris and clutter from the shop area.
For unfinished business, the board continues to research the need for a business license, other avenues will be
researched regarding club show and sell activities, with the possible creation of committee, and creation of a
Facebook page is tabled until further notice. A 2012 budget has been proposed.
For new business, the club President anticipates an absence from the March board meeting. An audit for the
fiscal year 2011 has been completed. A motion was made and approved to discontinue the purchase of silver.
General meeting agenda items were discussed, including field trip plans and future program presentations.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:47 P.M.

General Meeting Summary - February 6th 2012
The meeting was called to order at 6:03 P.M. and the pledge of allegiance made.
The minutes of the general meeting held January 9 2012 were read and approved without correction.
A treasurer’s report was given for the month of January, 2012, showing a loss. Also, an audit was completed
February 2, and no discrepancies were found. Membership committee reports we now have 339 members. The
federation reports of the Earth Science Studies Camp at Zzyzx held April 1 through 8. Upcoming kid’s club
events include a fossil hunting expedition to Apex, mineral identification activities, and Easter activities in
March. The membership is reminded the shop opens at 12 noon, and a card has been sent to a still recovering
member. The beading class on Thursday will feature chain mail bracelets. Faceting classes may be held again
on Saturday. Wire wrapping classes held Monday nights will skip February 20 in observation of President’s
day. Silversmithing classes held Tuesday nights will no longer have silver available for purchase.
Old business: The by-laws committee could use three more members. New members were acknowledged, as
well as those with February birthdays. February’s birthstone is amethyst, and is said to strengthen
relationships and give its wearer courage.
After the break, the following new business was discussed: A motion was made to allow up to $2,500 to be
spent on replacing all 6 wheels on all 5 genies. The motion was seconded, and approved by the general
membership. A field trip to Newberry Springs was planned for February 18; meet at the Jean gas station at
7:00 A.M. The annual Burro Creek trip is April 17 through 22, and a campsite has been reserved. A research
committee may be formed for show and sell options, and a September picnic in the Las Vegas area was
proposed.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:04 P.M.

Published monthly by:
Southern Nevada Gem & Mineral Society
3111 S. Valley View Blvd, E-125
Las Vegas, NV 89102
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This month we are honoring our Lifetime Member Ed Rupprecht. He has an immense knowledge of rocks. When
you meet him you feel that you have found an instant friend, one you want on each of your trips into the
wilderness to help you identify what you find.
Ed "The Rock" Rupprecht got his beginning in Elk River, Minnesota in 1925. When he was fourteen he started
collecting rocks by picking them up, looking at them, and then throwing them down again, not knowing at that
time what he was looking at was the Lake Superior Banded Agate that is so sought after now. He did keep one
piece, a red, white and blue one that eventually slipped out of his hands over the years. He kept picking them
up and throwing them away until he went into the service in 1947.
He served in the Army Infantry, in Scotland and then Germany. His subsequent career with the Army, and then
the Air Force brought him to Nellis Air Force Base here in Las Vegas. He eventually left the military and became
a civilian cook at Nellis.
While stationed at Nellis Air Base, Ed and some of his friends started the Nellis Gem Club. It was Ed, Bruno
Syzdek, Mike Stapleton and Anna Parks. They had a 24" Highland Park Slab Saw, 10" trim saw and three two
wheel 10" Carborundum grinders for shaping and polishing stones. So that he could continue to use the
equipment at Nellis Gem Club, he took the job as a civilian cook. He also cooked at Mercury, Nevada when they
were doing the Nuclear Testing there in the 1950’s. He was Shop Foreman and Cabochon Carving Instructor for
the Nellis Gem Club.
In 1953 he joined the Clark County Gem and Mineral Club. He helped them build their first workshop in 1954
using wood he donated. This shop was at the home of Tom Amondson on Lincoln Rd. in North Las Vegas. This
shop had a 24" Slab Saw, 10" trim saw and a two wheel 10" Carborundum grinders for shaping and polishing
stones. He helped with shop maintenance and was Field Trip Chairman for several years for this group. During
this time while rockhounding throughout the Southwestern states he found a very beautiful multi colored Jasper
in the area of Enterprise, Utah. For about a year Ed had a mineral claim there to mine what he had discovered
and named "Indian Blanket Jasper".
In 1954 while prospecting in the Monte Christo Mountains he discovered the deposit of "Bullseye Rhyolite" that
has been the destination of many field trips.
In the mid 60's he also became a member of the Las Vegas Gem and Mineral Club. In 1966 he was the Layout
Chairman for the California Federation of Mineral Societies show here in Las Vegas..
In the early 90's the shop was moved from North Las Vegas to the Southwest area of town. Ed was Shop
Foreman there, as well as being part of the Speakers Bureau. He has entertained and informed numerous school
children in the Clark County Schools and given them a glimpse of the beauty that abounds around us here in the
Southwest. When the shop building was sold and the club had to move, all the saws were moved to Ed's back
yard where they were covered and stored waiting to be moved to a new workshop.
In the late 90's Ed bought a Quonset Hut, and it was assembled on his property, with the club using half of the
hut for its workshop. He was Shop Foreman and provided general maintenance for the clubs equipment, often
cannibalizing his own equipment to keep the clubs machines working. The club continued using this workshop
until 2005, when they moved.
Ed is a teacher with unequaled knowledge and patience to teach someone the great beauty of nature.
Throughout the years he has never refused to help when asked, and devoted most of his free time to teaching,
maintaining, promoting and supporting the Gem Clubs in this valley since the early 1950's.
After a career that included being a cook, a masonry layer, and a landscape company owner, in 1997 at the age
of 72 he finally decided to retire and go to work at his passion that of being a full time ROCKHOUND.
Through the years he also found time to have a son, and a daughter. He has two granddaughters, Larissa who is
getting ready to go to Shanghai, China to represent the USA in the Special Olympics playing Basketball. He is
looking forward to going to China to watch his granddaughter play. His other granddaughter Julie has given him
two beautiful great-granddaughters, Ashlin and Lauren.
In 2001 Ed was honored by the California Federation of Mineral Societies with the "Education Through Sharing"
medal.

PAGE 4

T HE P O LI S HE D S LA B

FE B R U A R Y 2 0 1 2

Now THAT’S A
BELT BUCKLE!

Judy & Earnie making new friends in Quartzsite!

Photos courtesy of the Parrishs
and the Fetchos

Claudia
takes a
walk on
the Wild
Side!
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SNGMS Recycles Aluminum Cans
If you don’t recycle your cans, consider bringing them into the SNGMS Shop and they will be recycled,
with the resulting funds going to the club expenses and activities.

The combined Kid’s Clubs met in January for a lesson
in scrimshaw. Harvey Ader led the activity and
included an interesting discussion of the history of
scrimshaw (it means ‘wasting time’.) There were a lot
of adults present as well, and everyone had a great
time scratching a design on a plastic spoon and then
applying shoe polish to bring out their masterpiece.

Photos courtesy of Caity
Stackhouse

Kid’s Club Activities

The February Kid’s Club meeting will be on the Friday,
February 17th at 6:30 PM in the
SNGMS Shop. They will start
working on the Federation Badge
program and will be learning about
identifying rocks.
For more information about the kid’s
program contact Mary Beth Paladino.
Bring your kids to the activities;
children, grandchildren, nieces,
nephews, etc. of members are all
welcome to attend and their
accompanying adult is welcome to
stay for the event.
More ideas and project leaders are
needed, so contact Mary Beth if you
have a rock club related activity that
you can present to the kids. Your
help would be greatly appreciated.

Education Committee Activities
The SNGMS Shop hosted two evening meetings, one for Boy Scouts and one
for Girl Scouts. Both groups were given rock specimens and cut geodes. The
Girl Scouts were given a talk about rocks, minerals, and fossils. The Boy Scouts
learned about lapidary work and various shop operations were demonstrated.
The Scout troops will be going on a fossil field trip.
The committee also met to sort rock specimens in preparation to assembling
cards to present to school children during the presentations at the schools that
are upcoming.
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Come Early!
Be sure to come early on General Meeting nights, because between 5 and 6 PM many of
our talented members exhibit their works for your admiration and possible purchase.
Cabochons, beadwork, silversmithed and wire wrapped jewelry, rock slabs, unfinished
stones, and more are usually available. It is a good time to chat with other members and
catch up on their latest creations.

Discounts
Available

All the establishments featured in this section
offer discounts to SNGMS members. Be sure to
show your membership card when making a
purchase, and say that the Southern Nevada Gem
& Mineral Society sent you!
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SNGMS 2012 Meetings
Board
General
Board
General
Board
General
Board
General
Board
General
Board

Jun 04
28
Jul 02
Aug 02
06
Sep 06
10
27
Oct 01
Nov 01
05

General
Board
General
Board
General
Board
General
Board
General
Board
General

All Meetings at 3111 S. Valley View
Blvd. Bldg. E. Board Meetings at Shop,
Suite 125, General Meetings at Suite
122.

1st Monday of every month
(2nd Monday if holiday falls on
the first Monday) No meeting in
December.

Non-members welcome!

3111 So. Valley View
Blvd, Building E
Meeting Location
Suite 122
Shop Suite 125
W. Sirius Ave.

3111 S. Valley View Blvd, E-122
Las Vegas, NV
Show & Sell
Meeting

5-6 PM
6-8 PM

So. Valley View Blvd.

Jan 05
09
Feb 02
06
Mar 01
05
29
Apr 02
May 03
07
31

SNGMS General Meeting
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W. Desert Inn Rd.

Finding the Shop and General Meeting Location
Proceeding west on Desert Inn Road, take the first right past So. Valley View Blvd. into the industrial park area.
Drive past the building on your right, then jog right, then left and you will be in front of Building E.

Mary Beth Paladino is organizing a group buy of black lights. Contact her at 702-2551647 for more information, or to get on the list.
The SNGMS Shop cleanout made items available for a small donation, or for free:
Check out what is still available at the Shop during normal hours. Free Standing
Evaporative Cooler (works fine) $50; Water Cooler (clean & works) Free; Water Feed
Tanks Free; Cab Polisher (works) $25; Trim Saw Carriage $5; Grinder w/wheels, no
motor $5; Electric Soldering Machine Free; 5 Gallon Water Dispenser $5; Large Coffee
Pots $5 each; Saw Housing $5; Used Soft Genie Wheels Free; Bulletin Board Free;
Pads good for beading pads Free; Other Misc. Items Free
Contact the editor to place a notice on the Bulletin Board by calling 702-631-5291 or
emailing lorrilee@cox.net.
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Wire wrapping, led by Sue Moore and Sheila Tremmel, meets on Mondays (except for the General Meeting night)
at 3 PM and again at 6 PM. The February wire wrapping classes will be Feb 13th - Sweet Peach Chainmaille
Bracelet, and Feb 27th - Twisted and Hammered Cuff Bracelet. Sign up with Sue Moore at 702-434-6072, or email
her, to get on the email list to receive wire wrapping class information.
The beading project in February is a chain maille and crystal bracelet taught by Jaen Rupprecht, and the class
meetings are Feb. 9th and Feb. 23rd. Class starts at 6 PM. Contact Pat Skeary at 702-459-2649 to sign up for
beading or for more information.
Silversmithing meets every Tuesday at 5 PM. Bill Lemmon is leading the class. He is doing some project classes,
or will help you, as needed, as you complete your own individual projects. No experience or equipment is required
to come to the class. Come in and Bill will help you get started. The club will no longer be purchasing silver, so
when the current stock is exhausted no more will be ordered. You can purchase silver through Rio Grande
(www.riogrande.com), Monsterslayer (www.monsterslayer.com), or locally. The club has ‘starter kits’ of required
tools that you can purchase, and there is a list of basic tools available from Rio Grande in the shop, if you prefer to
purchase that way. Come to a class and they will be glad to tell you everything you need to know to get started.
Faceting classes are now decreased in cost to only $5.00 an hour. Contact Peggy Sue Moore 434-6072 , Frank
Auerswald 365-8306, or John Stackhouse 631-5291 to arrange a time when one of them can help you with
faceting.
Tom Skeary taught a clock making class in November. Contact him to arrange to take his next class.
Chuck Huebler is offering a drop-in shop maintenance class on Saturday mornings. Come in at 10 AM and he will
teach you about maintaining your lapidary equipment.
Wire wrapping, beading, and silversmithing classes have a very modest donation of $5.00 per session, that goes
to the club. Other class donations may vary, depending on what is included in the class.

Field Trip to Newberry Springs February 18, 2012
Meet at 7:00am at the gas station in Jean, on the West side of the freeway. We will be collecting jasper-agate.
The round trip distance is about 200 miles, and four wheel drive is not required.
Bring your usual lunch with drinks, normal emergency kit, rock hammer, collection bags or buckets and gloves.
Bring chairs for lunch break. Check out Gem Trails of Southern California for other spots to collect on your way
home. Contact Peggy Sue Moore with any questions: peggy_sue1@earthlink.net
If weather does not permit the Feb 18th trip the back up date is Feb 25th.

Idea sent in by Sue Goodloe:
You can use a solar light in a
bottle for emergency lighting or
camp lights. Find a bottle that
your light will fit into and weight
it with sand, gravel, or those
ever useful ROCKS that we have everywhere.
Just stick it outside in the daytime to
recharge. It’s cheaper than battery operated
and safer than a candle.
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Sunday

12 noon - 4 PM

Monday

Closed

Tuesday

12 noon - 5 PM

Wednesday

12 noon - 9 PM

Thursday*

12 noon - 9 PM

Friday

12 noon - 9 PM

Saturday

10 AM – 5 PM

*Closed after 6 PM on the
Thursday of the Board Meeting,
and closed after 6 PM to saw
usage on Beading Class Thursdays
Supervisors will close the shop if
no one comes in after two hours.
The next shift supervisor will then
re-open the shop.
Fees
Trim Saw $3.00 per hour, all
other equipment is $5.00 per
hour, after the first hour charges
are pro-rated in 15 minute
increments.

Shop Talk
from Chuck
Huebler and
John Stackhouse

Photo courtesy of Caity
Stackhouse

SNGMS Workshop
Schedule
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The big news is that new Genie wheels will be arriving soon! We hope you
will put the extended hours the shop is available to good use and create
some masterpieces!
Supervisors will be glad to help anyone who is unfamiliar with the equipment
to learn, and to get certified.
Harvey Ader came to the shop with a milk carton full of rocks. He embedded
rocks in a mortar (with no sand) using a milk carton as the form. The rocks
are only in one half or so of the carton, the remaining area filled with mortar
only. This is then cut using a slab saw, allowing smaller rocks to be cut in
slabs without resorting to holding them in a trim saw. The milk carton is in
the shop office for your inspection.

T HE P O LI S HE D S LA B
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Birthstone: Aquamarine
Flower Jonquil

Elizabeth Brooks, Diane Hale, Joel Hastings, Karlene Kennedy, Trevor Low, Marilyn
Maybury, Nicol McNee, Cheryl Milne, Michele Muniz,Roland Parsons, Oceanna Pretz,
Corinne Silvia, and Leon (Lee) Turner

Please, under no circumstances, park in front of Unit 124 or Unit 126 (the units next to
the Shop). The owners of the unitscomes in at odd hours and needs access to their parking
spaces. There is ample parking across from the Shop that is not in front of any unit.

A hearty welcome to members who joined or rejoined SNGMS during late
January and February. We look forward to getting to know you better!

Stephanie Burk, John Cox, Tim Hamewka, Ron Kruger, Madeline Nelson, Jan Nieman, Paula Ross, and
Myron Sima

from Dottie Fusch

Please if you hear of any SNGMS member in need of a bit of sunshine due to accident,
illness, death in the family or other need, call me—Dottie Fusch at 648-5886 (recorder on).
Cards will be sent to let the member know that we care and wish them well.

We are happy to report that most of our membership is doing well at present.
Let’s hope that 2012 continues with good health.

We are still looking for help with refreshments at the General
Meetings - Thanks to our members that made sure that the
refreshments were taken care of in February. If you can help in the
future let someone on the SNGMS Board know, or just show up before
the meeting and volunteer. You will be appreciated!
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2012 Board of Directors
President……..……….Sheri Johnson…...……………702-434-6072
sngms@yahoo.com
Vice-President……...Jack Toogood………………….702-642-4788
sngms@yahoo.com
Secretary………….....Tony Fetcho…...sngms_sec@yahoo.com
Treasurer………….....Pat Skeary…………..………….702-459-2649
sngms_treasurer@yahoo.com
Parliamentarian…...Frank Auerswald
Three Year Board...John Stackhouse
Two Year Board…….Tom Skeary
One Year Board…….Peggy Sue Moore
Ernie Parrish
—————————————————————————————–

Committee Chairmen
Bulletin………………...Lorrilee Stackhouse……..702-631-5291
sngms_editor@yahoo.com
ByLaws………………….Peggy Sue Moore
Education………………Mary Beth Paladino
Federation…………….Jason Fabbi
Alt. Federation……..Sheri Johnson
sngms_federation@yahoo.com
Field Trip……………….Board of Directors
sngms_fieldtrip@yahoo.com
Financial Manager..George Messenger
General Shop ………Chuck Huebler……………...702-686-4186
Foremen
John Stackhouse………….702-239-0437
Historian………………..Jack Toogood
Hospitality……………..Bob and Sue Lofaro
Inventory……………….Ronald Fetcho
Librarian………………..Danny Fesler and Kevin Ware
Membership…………..Mary Brandt
sngmsmembership@yahoo.com
Program………………..Board of Directors
Publicity………………..Sandy Cunningham
Raffle…………………….Tom Skeary
50-50 Raffle………….JoAnne Sprott
Refreshments……….Vacant
Rock Stars…………….Mary Beth Paladino….…..702-255-1647
Rock Hounds
sngms_rockstars@yahoo.com
Sargent at Arms…..Craig Tremmel
Show Chairperson..Board of Directors
Sunshine……………...Dottie Fusch………………....702-648-5886
Webmaster…………...Jack Toogood…………...702-642-4788
sngms_webmaster@yahoo.com
Contact any Board member to volunteer for a position, or a
Committee Chairman to offer to help on their committee.

Feb 17 - 26 - Indio, CA, San Gorgonio Mineral &
Gem Society, Gem & Mineral Building, Bldg #1,
Arabia Street, Hours: 10 -10 daily
Feb 24 - 25 - Northridge, CA, Del-Air
Rockhounds, United Methodist Church, 9650
Reseda Blvd.(at Superior St), Hours: Fri. 3 - 9;
Sat. 10 - 5
Mar 3 - 4 - Arcadia, CA, Monrovia Rockhounds,
Inc., LA County Arboretum, 301 Baldwin Avenue,
Hours: 9 - 4:30 daily
March 9 - 11 - Victorville, CA (Stoddard Well),
Victorville Valley Gem & Mineral Society, Tailgate
at Verde Antique Quarry (Stoddard Well), Bell
Mountain/Stoddard Well exit from I-15, Phone:
(760) 243-2330, Hours: 9 - 5 daily
Apr 14 - 15 - Kingman, AZ, Mojave County
Gemstoners, Annual Rock & Gem Show, Kingman
Academy of Learning High School Gym, 3420 N.
Burbank Ave., Hours: Sat 9-5; Sun 9-4
These are only a sampling of shows that are fairly
close to the Las Vegas area. There are rock clubs
throughout the United States and the computer is
your friend in finding information about clubs and
shows. Just search for the area you are interested
in and rock club and you should find plenty to keep
you busy, wherever you are going.
Some links that you may find helpful are:
California Federation - http://www.cfmsinc.org/,
Rocky Mountain Federation http://www.rmfms.org/rock_shows_by_date.htm,
and the Rock & Gem website http://rockngem.com/showdates/

If you know of any shows or vendor
opportunities that would be of interest
to our readers please let the editor
know!

Mar 16 -18 - Henderson, NV, St. Patrick’s Day
Festival. Spaces are available in the Henderson
Convention Center and the Henderson Events
Plaza. See http://snsoe.com/index.html for more
information.

Southern Nevada Gem & Mineral Society
3111 S. Valley View Blvd, E-125
Las Vegas, NV 89102

Return Service Requested

www.sngms.com

The Southern Nevada Gem and Mineral Society is a non-profit corporation, organized to educate ourselves and
the community in the science and arts related to rocks, minerals, gems, fossils, and nature in general. Fostering an understanding and appreciation of the physical world, we can use it and protect it for future generations.
Club Mascot: Rock Wren
Club Gemstone: Turquoise

Polished Slab Advertising Rates
Six Months

Yearly

$18

$30

Membership is open to anyone with an interest in: Quarter Page

$48

$90

Rocks, Gems, Geology, Fossils, Lapidary Arts or

Half Page

$90

$170

Full Page

$150

$275

Club Logo: Rocks-R-Us

Silversmithing
Annual Dues: Individual - $20; Family - $30
Meetings are held the first Monday of the month
at 3111 So. Valley View Blvd, E-122. No meeting is
held in December. Instead we have our annual
awards dinner.

Ad Size
Business Card

SNGMS Web Page Ads and Links to your Web Page
are available for additional fees.
First month is free to club members. Ads must be
paid in full prior to publication. Make checks payable
to Southern Nevada Gem & Mineral Society. Mail to :

Visitors are always welcome and bring a friend or

SNGMS/Attn: Editor, 3111 S. Valley View Blvd, E-

two.

125 Las Vegas, NV 89102

